The Cathedral of St. Mary located in St. Cloud, Minnesota, is the cathedral and parish church in
the Catholic Diocese of St. Cloud. The St. Cloud Diocese serves Central Minnesota and a Catholic
population of about 150,000. Saint Mary's Parish was founded in 1855 by the Rev. Francis Xavier Pierz.
He celebrated the first Mass in the parish on May 21 in the home of John and Catherina Schwarz.
Property was bought for $500 and plans were made for a wood-frame church and a school. In 1856
a Benedictine monk from Saint John's Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, became the parish's first pastor
and a combination church and school building was built on Eighth Avenue, across the street from the
current parish offices. Benedictine nuns from Pennsylvania arrived in 1857 to start the parish school. It
was the first school in Stearns County. They lived in a parishioner's attic until John Tenvorde rented his
"entertainment center" for use as a convent. Six years later they moved to Saint Benedict's
Monastery in Saint Joseph, Minnesota. After two years they returned to St. Mary's and continued to
teach in the school.
A more permanent and larger Gothic-style church was built for the parish in 1864 at Saint Germain
Street and Ninth Avenue. A large rectory and a new school building were built in 1896. A four-story
parish center, called Saint Mary's Institute, was built in 1916. The building featured a bowling alley and
swimming pool. It was located on Eighth Avenue across the street from the church. The Gothic-style
church burned to the ground in 1920 and construction of the present church building started in 1922.
When the basement was completed, Mass was held there until construction on the upper church ended
in 1931. The church was designed after a fifth-century basilica in Ravenna, Italy. The parish's pastor, the
Rev. Luke Fink, OSB, attended a Eucharistic Congress in Italy and was inspired by the architecture
there. He relayed his plans to a local architect, Nairne W. Fisher, who designed the building.
Located within St. Mary's is a shrine to Saint Cloud including a number of relics: a piece of St. Cloud's
clothing, a bone fragment from Saint Cloud himself and fragments from five other saints. The statue of
St. Cloud in the shrine is a replica of a seventeenth-century statue, the oldest known statue of St. Cloud to
exist. The hand holding the chalice and the chalice itself are even older, being from the original 8thcentury statue. The statue was given to Bishop Joseph Busch in 1922 when he participated in the
fourteenth centenary celebration of the birth of St. Cloud in the commune of Saint-Cloud in France.
There are also two wood reliefs that flank the statue of St. Cloud. The relief on the left is of St. Clothilde,
the grandmother of St. Cloud. The relief on the right is of St. Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, who St. Cloud
lived with in his youth.

